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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to explain the conditions for the emergence and growth the
Udornthani Environment Conservation Group (UECG) and the social movement tactics of the UECG.
Qualitative research methods including non structure interview, participant and non-participant
observations as well as documentary studies were employed to collect data from a target village in
Prajaksilpakhom district of Udornthani province, where the movement was conceived and grew, as well as
from the UECG.

The research found that The UECG emerged and grew out of the internal and external conditions.
The internal condition included 1) supportive role of non-governmental organization (NGO) 2) local
networks built upon kin and community and inter-community social relations 3) role of grass-roots
movement leaders and 4) the independence of and democracy within social movement organization and
sub-groups. These internal conditions turned common environmental and livelihoods concerns into
collective action, resource mobilization and growth of people’s social movement. In addition, external
condition also played important roles. This latter condition included the political opportunity structure, the
social opportunity structure and the counter-movements. In the course of social and political interactions
with these conditions for 9 years, the movements led by the UECG grew.

The research also found that UECG had used several tactics to attain their goals. These were
categorized under the convention, disruption and community culture. Tactics based on community culture
were crucial, since culture was the power that remained in the hands of the movement which had rural

community rich with culture as its resource base.
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