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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to study the management system of learning on organic rice
production at a local wisdom learning center in Surin province, Thailand. This study was conducted by
participation in meetings, participatory observations, analysis of secondary data and semi-structure
interviews. Two group interviews were performed, one on 7 members of administration committee of the
learning center and another on 3 members of rice fund committee of Surin. In-depth interviews were performed
on 3 households. It was found that the local wisdom learning center was emerged to overcome failure of most
farmers on growing commercial crops by applying chemical inputs and resulting in indebtedness. The original
members of the center, with own past experiences, had solved such problem by applying Dhamma principles
called “Bhuddish agriculture” based on using reasonable way of life allowing creation of tacit knowledge. The
applied Dhamma principles included Ariyasat See, Ittibaht See, Aparihaniyadhamma and precepts related to
self-reliance. Such approach resulted in formations of concepts, ideology, and leadership.

Based on such experiences and successful ways of solving the problems, the original members
or called “local wise farmers” set up the learning system by encouraging new members to learn together
by sharing life experiences, brainstorming and finding own ways to solve problems with system approach,
believing in self-reliance, conducting farmers’ researches together to solve the problems, recording both new
and local knowledge, developing curriculum based more on actual practices than theory, forming group and
sub-group to learn and to solve problems together, doing researches and exchange the results and knowledge
learned by network meetings. Ways of thinking included analysis of what happened and would happen in the
past, present and future, giving importance to own family, community and country, having conscious and
inspiration in changing paradigm, etc. The end-results included the permanent change from using chemical
to organic inputs in rice production, building up bio-diversity, establishing reliable friendship resulting in
continuous network meeting, strengthening the network and innovations of the jointing researches.

Factors affecting the success of organic rice production included believing in self-reliance, food
security needs, needs to gain income from integrated organic farming, willing to learn and change the paradigm,
entering the related learning process and knowledge management, doing joint researches and maintaining
networks, etc.

It can be concluded that the concerned management system of learning emphasized on changing
the ways of thinking and practices by using sufficient agriculture approach. To stand against unreliable
commercial markets and other unpredictable external factors, farmers must have self-conscious, moral
principles, self-reliance and start from the bases of own household and community. based on mutual and
continuous exchanges of results, group formation, knowledge formation and exchange, continuous network
meeting, farmers’ researches to provide new knowledge. The members believed in self-reliance, learning
together by sharing past experiences, conducting researches together to solve the production problems based

on mutual and continuous exchanges of results, recording both new and local knowledge.
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