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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aimed to explain the meanings, treatments, and conditioning factors
related to the symptomatic treatment of osteosarcoma. The data were obtained through observations and
in-depth interviews, and analyzed through content analysis. The results of this study are as follows:
The meanings was regarded as a severe, incurable, and life-threatening disease. Concerning the treatments
in the first phase, the patients realized abnormal symptoms and primarily treated themselves by taking
un-prescribed medications to relieve symptoms. In the second phase, they may have refused the
doctor’s treatments and used alternative therapy. In the third phase, the patients underwent surgery and
received chemotherapy. The last phase was one of physical and emotional rehabilitation. The conditioning
factors related to the treatments: the patients, their family members, inadequate knowledge, uncertain

treatments, a severity of the disease, a duration of having the disease, duty, responsibility, and expectation.
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