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ABSTRACT

This research aims to 1) study models and problems of current children’s television programming
for a case study of National Radio and Television Channel 11 of Khon Kaen Province, 2) examine the
needs of desirable children’s television programming and 3) provide means to improve children’s television
programming. This is qualitative research. The informants including eight primary school students
each from Baan Daeng Yai and Baan Noon Toon Samakkee Suksa schools, eight high school students
each from Nakhorn Khon Kaen and Fhang Vittayakhom, two parents from each level, two community
residents from each of four communities and five television production staff. The research tool for data
collection was Semi-Structured Interview (SSI) with Interview Guide as a major tool. Interesting cases
were chosen to have a further in-depth interview. Observation was also used to collect data. The results
were analyzed using the descriptive analytical approach.

Results are as follows:

1. The models of the current children’s television programming on Channel 11 consist of models
of program content and program presentation. The models of program content are composed of content
concerning school activities and students’ work, teaching students to know themselves, to be able to work
with others, teaching students to show their potential, local tradition and culture. The models of program
presentation use a main emcee to host the program, allowing students to join the program or follow the
program with teachers or parents, having field programs letting students tell their own story, experience or
show their work. The problems of children’s television programming on Channel 11 are the problems of
program content and program presentation. The problems of program content are repetitive content,
difficult language causing confusion and misunderstanding, redundant content, inability to distinguish children’s
programming from regular programming, and lack of tourism program. The problems of program
presentation include using the same presentation style with no variety of presentation, the emcee sometimes
speaks too quickly, discontinuous and unclear presentation, no movie stars, and students not brave
enough to show off their work.

2. Needs of a desirable children’s television programming are the needs for the programs of logic
game, question and answer game, sports, talk shows, helping the poor, training children to help others,
and other entertainment; such as cartoons, period dramas, and movies. The needs for program presentation
are an increased of number of children participating in the program, more time for the show, and

encouraging students to show off more. The best time for the show should be Saturday and Sunday during
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12:00 - 13:00 P.M. because it allows children to be able to watch the show. The best time for the
weekdays is between 17:00 - 20:00 P.M. The show should contain knowledge and creativity, without
violence.

3. Means to improve children’s television programming are composed of the improvement of
content and the improvement of presentation. Means to improve the content of children’s television
programming are to be a program with knowledge, use easily understood language, allow children to show
off their potential, and focus on local life. Means to improve the presentation of children’s television
programming are to provide children with more opportunity to be an emcee and to join the program, better
promote the programs, and use easily understood language. Means to improve other aspects are that the
channel should link its program to other channels in order to exchange culture and concepts and enhance its
knowledge and experience.
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