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A Comparison of Medication Errors Before and After Implementation
of a Unit Dose Drug Distribution System in a Medicine Ward
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Abstract

Medication errors at a general hospital medical-ward, the drug distribution of which was being changed from the long-used
traditional o unit dose drug distribution. The overall medication errors including classification of errors (omission, unauthorized drug, wrong dose,
wrong dosage form and wrong time), and the causes were estimated. The investigation was performed at a fixed duration using the disguised-
observation technique by the same pharmacist investigator. The number of samples of all oral dosage administration to the in-patients at scheduled
times were 1,600 for each drug distribution system and the statistical comparison of data was by Chi-square test. The overall medication errors
reduced significantly (p<0.05) from 16.8 to 3.2% after the implementation of the unit dose system. The result was in accordance to the other two
national studies and four other international studies. Omission, unauthorized drug, wrong dose and wrong time errors reduced significantly from
7.3%, 1.5%, 6.1%, 1.8%, 10 1.8%, 0.3%, 0.4%, 0.89%, respectively (p<0.05). The error due to wrong dosage from administration was reduced
from 0.3% to 0.09 (p=0.5). The causes of medication errors found in traditional drug distribution system were error in medication card, human
error, over workload of nurse, poor floor stock sysem. Human error and the lack of double checking system was found in unit dose drug distribution
system. In conclusion, the implementation of the unit dose distribution system at a general hospital could reduce both medication errors and
workload of nurses. The results may be applied in improving the 2 drug distribution systems in other regional medical center hospitals.
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1. mnugthedaiiou (au) 328 333
2. nugtheaaiu (au) 48 45
- Critical ills* 13 15
- Semi-critical ills** 25 24
- Moderate ills*** 5 4
- Convalescence ills**** 5 2
3. Suuswmds () 4 4
4. 30IATDUGAEN (%) 113.4 106.8
5. nugtheluudaslse
- Cerebrovascular accident 36 37
- Pneumonia 19 17
- Urinary tract infection 17 4
- Congestive heart failure 17 19
- Upper gastrointestinal bleeding 11 19
- Diabetes mellitus 10 11
- Pyelonephritis 8 7
- Ischemic heart disease 8 7
- Septicemia 8 6
- Diarrhea 7 6
- HIV infection 7 11
- Asthma 6 7
- Others 121 144
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N3PEAL 16.81 (MasIpeas 3.19 waziau
UANANNUBENNUBSAYNINEDA (p<0.05) N
Suunmulszanzasenuamaadaulunsldon
wuhenuamadsulumsldom 4 Ussnmanas

NIV WV, (UAL) 1 (1) : WA, - 0.8, 2544

Turmusudmnulasiisaazidenaatl mMsaviaams
v < v o i
Henanasan 7.319 1y 1.819% mslaeniuwnela
ledanasan 1.50 % Wy 0.25% msldmiaaaue
ANAIRIN 8.08% WU 0.38 % MSIFeHANMANH
NN 1.81% 11y 0.75 % LALMIANBILANANNANA
dl v z dwd ] ar
wasulumsldenny 4 Ussuanilfianuuaneaeny
ptNUNBAAYNNEDR (p<0.05) dwanuaaI
.:1 Vv o =
wdaulumslganfiaguuuuanaenn 0.13% nas

0.00 % LiwuanuuanaNaEIINESALINNEDA

P - v a a
manh 2 anvamawdsulumsldnszuumsnssnenuuuidsussuuugiinlad (n=1,600,each)
UszLAnag FEUUMINTENBEMUUEY | szUumsnssngeuuugiialoa
P value
-
ANUAANANLAIDU Number of errors % of total Number of errors % of total
MIALLAENS LTEN 117 7.3 29 1.8 <0.0001*
v o M v
ms laenfiuwng L lada 24 1.5 4 0.3 0.0001*
M3 lENHNIUA 97 6.1 6 0.4 <0.0001*
msldenfiagUuuy 2 0.1 0 0.0 0.5
mslaeniana 29 1.8 12 0.8 <0.0001*
Total 269 16.8 51 3.2 <0.0001*

*Statistical significance : p <0.05

lﬂ' v " n:j 4:‘ v ar el 1
2. mmqwaqmmﬁamtﬂaau'lunﬁ’l’dm @19 Medesnuszuunsnszneeivagiaeg
ar 4 o
loanaauaaalumsi 3 NUUNAINIZVUNS

nsEYye

= J - ar Jd Ll
nsAnwuiNamannaniatadsiiuada
a - P
anuamaedaulumsldenannmsiensviuanay

@139 3 mmq‘ummwwammﬁau’lum{lﬁm (n = 1600)
- STUUMSASENBUUUEN | sruumsnsznsenuuugiinlad
! No of errors % of total No of errors % of total
Hunsumsdenyasunnd
- edamsldenvasunwnglizanu 26 10.4 = =
I 26 10.4 . =
tumpumsaaasnmdamsldeoasunmdasludaen
- AeaanAawnislianysal 11 4.4 - -
- Lilddaludenilaifineniviassoen 15 6.0 - -
FeTY 26 10.4 - -
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M3Nh 3 Smguasenuaaandaulumslien (n = 1600) (dd)
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- UMWY | ssuumsnssnsnuuugielaa
) No of errors % of total No of errors % of total
FumpumsiIewen
- AALEBNENEn 23 9.2 1 2.0
- WisnemhAeUSnafiuwngde 8 3.2 1 2.0
- LildnSeneniluwngd
- th 7 2.8 10 20.4
- iile 9 3.6 - =
- Lilohenaanan cassetie vagfthe - - 2 4.1
- FNUBNOAMIMTDIMBIIELN 17 6.8 5 10.2
- umenivhaug (enaangndtiiv)
uazHaN1iN NG feeding 2 0.8 - -
- UsmsnWigthenn cassette waagfthelugnued
ﬁwﬁqmﬂﬁm?}muwmfﬁmiLﬂ'a'ﬂuuﬂaammﬁu - - 4 8.2
EPLY 66 26.4 23 46.9
ANNHANIIAYRIURS YN
- Uasliendavialaiauysel 42 16.8 1 2.0
- Unslvnme 12 4.8 5 10.2
- lild@ewiaslem 3 1.2 - -
- Uaslienaduideihe 6 2.4 2 4.1
FPLY 63 25.5 8 16.3
Lifiuuvegiheiavimslitugihy
- lifienlunasadauumagihe
(off pharmacy hours) 19 7.6 3 6.1
- 10 dose u‘intﬁmmnﬁmdwmﬂmﬁmﬁm 11 4.4 - -
- vavenliladnenl - = 3 6.1
3 30 12.0 6 12.2
yamnshivigawaluudenm
(hlimsuimsingthebinsnuna) 21 8.4 12 24.5
FPHY 21 8.4 12 24.5
sBuuMmAavuagthe
zn'é'mﬁawmm‘é’uﬂ:ﬂu'lummmuaqmﬂﬁwuua
tthe 18 7.2 - -
9 18 7.2 - -




34

STUUMSNILNUEILUULANIHAANINARIA
o v o4 Jd& - & &
wasulumsldentunaunaunsiesane) SIuNNEY
& a o & w '
66 A39 aatdu 26.4% lunuuilenaet19roe
P ol o e ' o oo a o
ANNAMALATIUNEAY WU MIARLEanmRaTila
= d o‘ﬂlJ n[ v < L3
RennUSinaiunwndas uamnnuue Wueu e
d - a o v &
nusasaeluAsanuiiowaazaias liensiunidu
¢ . b e
63 A3 ALY 25.29% luauutlenaiede Wy
dasie dasme Wlddeu visdnsadudes Wy
] - Vot o ] ¥ W &
awmaasndamslifieniazeliudgihe iy
8 - s 1 1 " ar
30 aseAaty 12.0% maeghaiu laulenlugnninds
L] - J ]
vuvaghy ¥38210 dose wsniiaannliaanse
o [] s :: v 1 L [ 9
dinenludnnaninisarssiasheentgthelu iWueu
sruumsnszneguuugialadlinuaveg
o [ & &
gaeanuaaIateaaulumslaenluzuaaunisaeen
z ar o ‘l} v
yaqunngvsalutuaaunIsAnaanmaInIsLEen
& - a w
yaawnndasluludnviadissnnszuuglinlaada
A o ° & @
JumpUMIARaanMFInNs Levatunwndasluluds
el warlvindenssumaaarmuiinmsnnmsas
1FerpsunndunulaslidasiinsAnaanniasu

NIV WV, (VA 1 (1) : WA, - 1.0, 2544

mdaunndiay Snmaialiidmihiizaaiashen
stuugiialaaiufiagau floor stock uunagihe
yanems Uszane Junuaag maiuinw ez
amnIaaanuamaedoulumsldn wu ms
dadenmieriiald @umguasanuemaARaun
dulngiialuduaaumsiadene 23 assdady
46.9% uazyaans itiseawaluudnailims
wimsendiheliaseenunms 12 afs Ao 24.5%

auamaaaaulumsldnuanuaslasus
mutnnawaIHaamMNuEaIyaanslunagihe
WU EUSTNINSEUUMITNSENYLIUVULANUAL
wugiialad wuanuemawdoulumslimeassuy
m3nsenoe 2 wwusnniigalugudadn Tas
STUUNINSENBEUUULENNUANNAMIALAT U
51.67% uazuuugdalaawy 52.94% Maimade
d330@9d@nsaITIIUNEI AR NUINETIEEN
ndaanaafasnilundah MeRihuumnidas
vimslunagihelideiuaiiningessasidea
fudaslumaed 4 uas 5

o o v & o P
AN 4 m‘mﬂmmmaau'lums'lmmaqs:Uumin'i:msmmuum:uuimmeuNamnﬁmﬂuwmwmma
o L o o s L] A 8
HAanNMINMNU LIANITUITHITEN PUIUAIDEN ANUARINLATDUY % UNYNNUG
@n 7.00 am., 8.00 am. 635 139 51.9
T 11.00 am., 12.00 pm., 855 117 43.5
3.00 pm., 4.00 pm.
18 8.00 pm. 110 13 4.8
PRty 1600 269 16.8
d' J W a o 3
AITNN 5 fmuﬂmmnaau'lum‘ﬂtrmﬂaﬁzuuminsmamu‘ungumeauammmuwamﬂ‘u‘smﬂuwammma
e ° < o ar ' A 8
WNaAnNIIN U LIANNTUIWIEN FMUIUNIBDEN ANUAIALATDUN % YNYNHUO
an 7.00 am., 8.00 am. 625 217 52.9
T 11.00 am., 12.00 pm., 837 13 25.5
3.00 pm., 4.00 pm.
e 8.00 pm. 138 11 21.6
Rty 1600 51 3.2
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Hv c‘ Vv v
HININUNININEITNT 4 LT 5 lﬂLLHG]\l'I.‘H

-l ' &
Wiguiguseninssuunsns LB NI g asL UL
v ¢ ' A L4
wnesiiudenuaaramdaulunisldsiag
s v s U A =l =l o
wananalnaldesny  widlawSsudisuudisny
dl =i L7 o ar L] L]
ANNANALATDUTNINFEUNUDUIUGIBEN WU
4 v :J - 4‘
anuamawdaulumsldeniiiatulussuunszas

euvugiialad (3.29) Wasniuuuida (18.8%)

anuUsIIna

mawWSsuiiisuanuamawasulumslsen
Lﬁamg{ﬂmmqsmsuﬂ%’m:uunﬁzmﬂmuumﬁu
Wuwvuglialaalumsidoadid  wuhszuums
nszgguuugialad @asnannsiiasns
anuemaadaulumsldennnsuudnldinnn
10%  Hiddydumsnzinsdaantunoudly

1 [ Vv [] ar o u!r Pd
mtﬂuuasmaﬂsnﬁmm WY MIneaanmmaiuwne

uanmm’fmﬁmuﬂmmwmﬁﬁnsw'lﬁufiajﬂm
wdaznelesasanlvindsnsdiugsumdimsldon
vasunndlosnsealUUFUR vannniiszuunszsem
wuugilaleadarililionsinsonelusduuunils
nu’mmﬂwwsaum U'sm-szn'lﬂuﬂwlﬂﬂuw
ﬂumtwuimumnaaum (double checking system)
shvisshesnuazwnaUsshvarithode
prnlsimuanmananuasanuamainday
Tumsldndresuumsnssneeiie 2 wou Rety
fitunsumsiodonem luuuuidudennmsians
meadeivafihe @y mssanlifusuy msda
Geaenliomnzdn  amnuansdaeuazanuus
lidawu mliiiaTemalumsviveiniie wnaniy
msiimsuSulpsruunasediuuvegthe wy @
Wuilaray quasasnduuvagthefidamy as
fillasamsmuauuazudmsnssusiasndivuna
gthe Testulassmssuszwinnguanundanssy
UWAENENNUMIHENNA LiHDIMSTMUa TIN5
Uinm wazmsasivdeu mssaiuliifussuu
Weatu aliannsodamldategnaasnnniy
dmFuludmamafiheisiiuuinsluszuums

R ITT
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NSENMBEUVULAY swﬁ"q:.'Tjumﬁmuqu@uaﬂ%mm
WMuABIEY ANNENABIBIMSIRUSIY uazaNy
TAAUVDINGING Lﬁaﬂmﬁ'ummﬁmwmmﬂaqms
Uzdunuwaee m'naauamwwmmmaﬂummﬂ
vm'lnaﬂm'smmv*muﬂmmﬂaau'lum'i'lﬁﬂﬂman
Manils muaﬂmmanm’luLnﬂmmwmwawmmm
2 STUU ABMSENUIBIWENNBINNAUE AT M EsTE
afinetinm uazdasdaeifiauimsenlifugig
binmmsuimshinugthelimmnmmuitunmed
smﬁwmaqﬁmwugﬁﬁmﬁ'wdﬁm anuzasn
walamanliifeanuiiawmelduuty HANTS
AnniiFidiunmsio. SMILYINEN AT AR
fmuﬂamm‘ﬁ‘au'lums‘lﬁmﬁuarﬁﬂw
Wuiidnaluszuunisnszassuuy
gialaafiinauenuemanioun fdennmslilg
m%‘auﬂnfﬂﬁg{ﬂ'mmnﬁﬂﬂnﬁ {Wasnnszuums
nszneeuuvgialaaimuuaiulussezusnii o
wndanssufalilavalviimsedoueninduniianieg
Msldlu cassette MWunvagihe udazaelmifiy
nalwgiiusnasadivuvagihe Tasdwlngidu
PEMSENTTSUATIETDY WY alum milk, M. Carmi-
native, M. tussis ({uduhligiamiaudmsenliny
e alildanadauiaslien Sliawmniteg
lu cassette msunlalasunudaslienhyaeasn
T cassette itaiilumstasturnufiowanslumsay
wisnenhigihe samskimuessuumsenegey
thoaatiaslienfuenly cassette warmIsMmMUseiiy
anuamaadaulumslinanadanie dgawuany
HAWAIADEDI9A DINNTANN AU TEUUNTERIBN
wuugiialaadalulvinisdasnhlusuuuunil
miamsy
sumgiinusasasluzasszuumsnsanes
wuudNARANNRAWINIRT IV Wy Feulng
Tinnfiansaluasudiu dasme vialilddeudas
Tien Hudy desmnmssamlussuuduiterims
litheasdamuiashinn dalifiszuumsasia
gausiliideanuianaaldwuii ashmsutly
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TeeMYUATEUUMIATIFDUUATIWEN LazAFINIS
Tenzaaunnd lunnuaamsynanu wasthalasiuas
& P o
1 A9 Waananuaawaaulumsldenanany
AaWaaYaIURsLIviEN
v da ' o

msdanmtateninadaanuaaamdauly
mslagluszuumsienuuugiialas gawuinie
16.3% lagiia
a ™ v Y] v ar
Wasnnlilansngavtiasvennuenly cassette 289

PNANNAANIINYBIUAT W8N

dihe vilviwervalilangueaanain cassette
Fmsiisruumsanadauenly cassette AULUASLYEN
flsinsefumsasragaumfumaaunndluduiin
ﬂ'l‘iinil’QE!’IiIBQLLWYIETVIﬂﬂ%}Q duanufiawaadiiely
FRUBNINTIIMT MITHMIUTULazAAaTIYAIING
Tiwsanlumszensnaiudns AnsanannSinay
nnmshifiendauimshifugihouune
gihesu 30 a3 Aad 12.09% lusruunszaen
wuudnuazsIv 8 a3 Aaitlu 16.39% Tunuugiialaa
wu liflenlusnasadavuva fihe Lisansadne
Tugnnmwniseesisssngthsly vialugs
UBNATITNST MITHMINHUITTUULNANATIUUND
fhedsiindnuud  wasdasneeniholuasi
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sumadinnndaseeuannm daiimswasy
mdamsldenvasunnd wiadgfihe admit i
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YBITLUUMINSENLEUUULAN Liwuanufiawain
NIMINBENNNRBIE 1ALl BIINEIUNTIEMSH
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vagthe nliliannsoanadauanuianaann
wastieenla Jearsmmsusadivanuionaialy
AsIee (dispensing error) Walsziuuazan
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Suen dose usnbimiluilaiiss ndasdeen a19
daanniuaaumsinvarsdunsuiidasaanas
Tuludaen uasvipsheengithelu Yausmsae 12.00-
13.00 u. msutlylumsantuasumsidng wums
TFdhuniufinmsdeseaanng wasdlauinmsine

N5 WY, (UAL) 1 (1) : WA, - 1.0, 2544

gy Tuzanan 12.00-13.00 . gy

msAnwaililumsdnsuanivioya
Togwndnsaudmiumnmsiiviaya wuudunalas
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