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An Analysis of Factors and Impacts at the Univariate
and Multivariate levels : A case study of the Political
Participation of the People in the South Area.
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Abstract

This research was aimed at studying the relationships among these factors : biosociology, community,
and mass media application and political participation of people in the urban and rural areas in the South
of Thailand. The study was made from area samplings from 5 provinces. For the sampling group for
each province, the purposive sampling method was used. Information was provided from urban commu-
nity by those who were traders, hired labors and government officials, and that from rural community
by farmers. Interview form was used as the (ool in data collection. The coefficient reliability of the form
was at 0.77. The statistics applied in the data analysis was the Pearson’s Chi-square, Percentage and
the Stepwise Muitiple Regression Analysis.

The chief findings were as follows :

1. Biosocial factors, comprising sexes, ages, occupations, incomes and levels of education, had
effects on their political participation. It was found that men took more roles in political participation than
women. Those between the age groups of 31 - 50 and those over 50 years old took more part in political
activities than those whose ages were under 30 years. Government officials “clearly had more part in
political participation than farmers and traders (businesspersons) and particularly those who were hired
labors. People with the monthly earnings of between baht 5,000 10,000 and those with higher incomes
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took more part in political activitics than those with lower earnings. Regarding levels of education,
people with secondary or higher education involved more in political activities than those with lower
levels of education or those who were illiterate.

2. The aforementioned factors together could be used to “predict the political participation :
people’s incomes were revealed to be able to foretell at 3.79%; ages, 6.78%; sexes, 8.48%); occupations,
9.84%; and education, 10.29%.

3. The application of mass media, which were newspapers, radio, and television, affected people’s
political participation. It was shown that those who read a lot of newspapers took more part in politics
than those who read fewer newspapers. This was also true for those who listened more to radio and/
or watched more television. Those people took more part in political activities than those who made use
of the mass media at the lower level.

The findings made it clear that among the 3 factors (biosociology, mass media, and community),
which affected the “political participation of the Southemers, only the first two factors-biosociology and
mass media-were really affected these people; while the last factor did not have any impact on the
participation. 'What is more, the findings revealed that the biosocial factor could help predict these
people’s political participation. The findings, therefore, could point out that how much the people’s
taking part in political activities depend on these two factors-biosociology and mass media.

Suggestions for Possible Application

1. Training for these people’s knowledge and understanding and the importance of part taking
in political activities should be organized, particularly for hired labors. This group of people, according
to the findings, took only little part in any political activities.

2. People’s political activities carrying out in form of beneficial or occupational groups should
be consistently promoted and encouraged

3. Mass media, such as TV and radio, should be used as a means of outlet for political news and
information for these people. This will be a fruitful way to help encourage them to involvea in political
activities.
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