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A Study of the Opinions of Students, Parents and Teachers
towards the New System of Entrance Examination
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Abstract

The new system of entrance examination which Office of University Affairs has employed for
its admission of students to study in higher education institutions since 1999 affected every organization
concerned. Thaksin University, as a university which is responsible for providing education for students
in 14 provinces in the southern region; therefore, conducted a study of the opinions of students, parents
and teachers in the southern region towards the new admission system in aspects of information, admis-
sion schedule and qualifications of the applicants, the admission process, the examination process, the
selection of faculties of the applicants, the grading system and the effects of the new admission system as
a whole. The study tools are 400 questionnaires for each of the three groups: Mattayomsuksa 6 students
in 14 provinces in the southern region who applied for the entrance examination, their parents, and
teachers teaching in the upper secondary schools in 14 provinces in the southern region. The results of the
study revealed that the students, parents and teachers thought that the new system of entrance examina-
tion as a whole was fairly appropriate, that applying for the entrance examination once a year, maintain-
ing the examination scores for 3 years, the location of the application and the result of the examination
affected the students’ selection of faculties, and all were highly appropriate, that the new admission
system provided the students with better chance, and that more information should be provided. When
their opinions were compared, the students’ opinions were significantly different from those of the
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parents and teachers at the .05 level. The difference may be of different perceptions; the students who
involved in real situation were more interested in the new admission system. Further study on the
enrollment of university graduates should be conducted to evaluate whether their enrollment the new

admission system goal.
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