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Farming of Red Palm Weevil, Rhynchophorus ferrugineus Olivier,

in Songkhla and Phatthalung Provinces
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Abstract

Red palm weevil, Rhynchophorus ferrugineus Olivier, is a pest of coconut, Gebang and Sago. In the past
agriculturists destroyed this pest by cooking as food. At present, they can cultivate red palm weevil in commercial.
This study aims to investigate the farming of red palm weevil in Songkhla and Phatthalung Provinces from October
2007 to April 2008. There were 31 farms in Songkhla province in 4 districts and 20 farms in Phatthalung province in
3 districts. The size of most red palm weevil breeding shed in Songkhla province was 50-59 m’. The tops and the lateral
sides of these sheds were made of shading nets. 100-350 Gebang blocks, each with 36-55 cm in diameter and 41-50 cm
long were used for food of weevil in 6-8 months. In Phatthalung province almost of farms were open space with less
than 50 m” and Sago palm blocks were used for weevil food in 2-3 months. There were fewer than 50 Sago palm
blocks, each with 36-45 cm in diameter and 46-60 cm long. The prices of red palm worm in Songkhla province and
Phatthalung province were 170 baht and 200 baht per kilogram respectively. However, both provinces were facing the

shortage of food blocks.

Keywords :Red Palm weevil, Rhynchophorus ferrugineus Olivier, Farming, Songkhla Province, Phatthalung Province
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