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Pesticide preventive behaviors of agriculturists at Laem Tanot Sub-district,

Khuankhanun District, Phatthalung Province
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Abstract

The purpose of this cross-section study was to investigate the pesticide preventive behaviors of
agriculturists at Laem Tanot Sub-district, Khuankhanun District, Phatthalung Province during April to June,
2011. The data were collected from 170 agriculturists who used pesticides. The quantitative data was collected
by interview, and the quatitative data was collected by focus group. Descriptive statistics were used to
analyze such as frequency, percentage, mean, median standard deviation and Interquartile Range

The result found that most of them were male (71.2%) married (94.0%) graduated in secondary school
{68.2%). An average of pesticides usage experience was 5.5 + 7 years which was mainly in pesticide uses. In
addition, the pesticide use behavior among agriculturist found that an average of spraying was 2 = | times
during plantation cycles, They followed the direction of uses (97.0%). As well, the harvest was performed
backward 15.5 £ 30 days. Mostly, they brought pesticides form village grocery (78.8%). The purpose of
pesticides uses was protective (54.1%), wooden stick uses to mix pesticides (65.9%), early morning spraying
(82.4%). Most of them were not have any food or drinking during spraying (91.8%). However, there was only
litile who had smoking during spraying (3.1%). Prior to spraying, the direction of wind was often checked (84.1%)
and spraying upon wind flows (98.8%). Furthermore, the obstacle of spraying was spraying obstruction (63.5%)
and solving by wicld perforation, cleaning after uses (97.1%), pouring in area beside plantation (34.0%), utensil
destroying by land filled (64.1%), and sales (15.3%). The results suggested that some agriculturists have a wrong habit
when using pesticide. This can be improved by providing the knowledge and communication in order to change their
behavior.

Keywords : Pesticide, pesticide preventive behavior, agriculturists
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