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Abstract

The research entitled “The Academic Competencies as Desired by Society of Thai Major Bachelor
of Education” was a survey research of opinions of heads of departments of Thai where TSU’s Thai-
major B.Ed. graduates were being employed at 58 secondary schools under the Department of General
Education in Educational Region IIT during the 2000 academic year.

The research procedure involved two questionnaires. One was an open-ended questionnaire that
surveyed the parameters of competencies dealing with the knowledge of Thai on the one hand and with
special competencies on the other as expected of the graduates. The other questionnaire was closed-
ended consisting of two parts. The first part surveyed academic knowledge in three areas, namely,
literature and literary works, language usage, and rules of language and linguistics. The department heads
were requested to assign weight to each of the areas, the total weight being set at 50. The second part was
a rating-scale-of-five questionnaire surveying the department heads’ satisfaction with the graduates’
academic competencies and special competencies,
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The findings of the study were as follows. With regard to the departments’ desire concerning the
parameters and depth of knowledge expected of Thai-major B.Ed. graduates, the department heads felt
that what every such graduate should possess most was language usage, at 38.85 per cent, followed
closely by the knowledge of literature and literary works, at 32.92 per cent, with the knowledge of
language rules and linguistics being last, at 28.24 per cent. Regarding the satisfaction with the academic
competencies of the said graduates of TSU on the part of the units employing them, the department
heads’s satisfaction as a whole was at a moderate level (mean = 3.41). When each individual aspect of
satisfaction was considered, it was found that the department heads were satisfied with the competencies
in literature and literary works and in language usage at high levels (means of 3.60 and 3.50), with the
competencies in language rules and linguistics and in special ability at moderate levels (means of 3.46
and 3.11). With reference to special competencies, it was found that the department heads were satisfied,
from greater to lesser degree, with the following : exhibit presentation, utilization of office equipment,
verse chanting, folk art, and performing art.
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