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Abstract

This research was aimed to study general views of Southern Thai society as appeared in the
verses of lullabies. The general views were ater analyzed in order to look for Southerners’ world views
in various aspects : the relations between human beings, human beings and nature, and human beings
and the supernatural.

On the aspects of relations between human beings, Southerners’ world views could be classified
into 5 categories : the views an individual had on others as related to sexes, on family, on religions, on
government officials, and on their motherland. The lullabies revealed that © Men were society leaders
while women took care of their family. Religions stood as a soul asylum for the people in the society.
Government officials were viewed to possess higher social status than normal citizens and men had to
protect their motherland.

Concerning Southern Thais® world views on the relations between human beings and nature,
Southerners regarded nature as an amazingly beautiful thing. It was, as well, valuable to them because all
of the necessities of life derived from the nature. Southerners, however, viewed that nature was related to
the supernatural.

Concerning Southerners’ world views on the relations between human beings and the supernatu-
ral, there were two types of relations : ways of thought concerning black magic and ways of thoughts
concerning religions. The study revealed that Southerners paid more attention to black magic than reli-
gions.
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