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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the development of the Hua-Khao Community
and the way of life related to mangrove forest, (2) the Initiative action the participation by the community
in the renovation and conservation of mangrove forest, (3) the management of mangrove forest, and (4)
benefits gained by the community from the mangrove-forest renovation and conservation. The research
data were collected through conversations, formal as well as informal, with major informants, through
small-group conversations, in-depth interview, and surveyed by means of structured interview. The data
were gathered from a sample of the heads of 93 households in four hamlets of Hua-Khao Village,
Amphoe Singha Nakhon, Changwat Songkhla.

Following were the research findings. The development of the community and its way of life as
related to mangrove forest was divided into three stages. The first period was before the renovation and
conservation of the mangrove forest (before 1994 A.D.). The geographical condition of the community
consisted of a muddy area fronting the shore and brackish water suitable to the ecology of mangrove
forest, resulting in mangrove flora of various kinds growing in abundance, especially along the shoreline,
and in the fertility of water animals in the mangrove forest area and vicinity. Most of the residents
maintained the way of life with indigenous fishery as the means of livelihood. Then about 30 years ago
the community progressively grew in density, and the community expanded more and more so as to
encroach on the mangrove forest area. The environmental condition of the community deteriorated,
leading to a variety of problems. The problems of impact to most of the community were raised and
discussed progressively with increasing frequency, in particular the problem of the decrease of mangrove
forest area. The prominence given to the problems caused groups, albeit small, to be formed, with
informal group leaders. The second period involved mangrove-forest renovation and conservation
(1994-1997 A.D.). At this stage, the condition of the community changed to be more urban and
expanded in a broad circle, with attempts to locate dwellings more toward the coastal area.
Infrastructures were developed increasingly. During this stage agencies and organizations from outside
realized the importance of the community’s problems, particularly the problem of deterioration and
reduction of the mangrove forest, and saw the need for mangrove forest renovation. They, therefore,
came in to set in motion a process jointly with the community, and a coordinated endeavor took shape
involving state officials, community leaders, and community residents. The third period came after the
mangrove-forest renovation and conservation (1998b A.D. - present). It was the stage when the
mangrove forest management bore fruit in quantity as well as in quality, thus making the stretch of
mangrove forest ecologically capable of retrieving its natural abundance all the more. The local people
benefited from it as their food source and by earning their livelihood from fishery. The community
people came to realize the value of the mangrove forest and felt a sense of possession of it. Quite

importantly, the community people had a greater sense of unity.
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