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Rhynchophorus ferrugineus Olivier (Coleoptera: Curculionidae)
Some Biological and Nutritive Value of Red Palm Weevil

Rhynchophorus ferrugineus Olivier (Coleoptera: Curculionidae)
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Abstracts

Red palm weevil, Rhynchophorus ferrugineus Olivier is cultured with gebang palm and sago palm. This
research aims to study the notably biology and behavior of this weevil in the laboratory and to evaluate the nutritive
value of larvae larva and food plant tissue (gebang palm and sago palm) used in culturing. The weevil reared on a
small piece of gebang palm trunk and sago palm trunk called gebang palm weevil and sago palm weevil respectively.
Both treatments showed no significantly difference in all parameters of growth performance. The complete life cycle
of gebang palm weevil and sago palm weevil took 169.34 days and 163.86 days respectively. The larval period of
gebang palm weevil and sago palm weevil were 64.44 + 4.98 days and 62.26 + 5.87 days respectively. Both larva
groups molted ten times and had the same sex ratio. Crude protein, carbohydrate, total fat, energy, cholesterol, and
ash were higher in the gebang palm larvae but moisture is lower. This nutritive value correlated to the result indicated
that the gebang palm tissue was higher in protein, crude fiber, and crude fat than in sago palm tissue. Consuming

gebang palm larva or sago palm larva, consumers, therefore, have to consider about theirown health conditions.
Keywords : Biological Value, Nutritive Value, Red Palm weevil, Rhynchophorus Ferrugineus Olivier
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1 AOAC 1.23 1.55
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