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Professionalization of German Language Teachers in Southeast Asia

Lawinee Puranasakul*

Abstract

The international survey The Teaching and Learning of German as a Foreign Language
by the Federal Foreign Office of Germany in 2020 discovered that there are more than 200,000
learners in Southeast Asia, and the interest in learning the German language is likely to increase
consistently. However, some countries still face a shortage of German language teachers (GLT).
The aims of this paper are (a) to review the Further Education Program for GLT, a.k.a. Deutsch
Lehren Lernen (DLL), which would be beneficial for producing teachers and developing
the teaching profession of GLT in this region, and (b) to analyze the GLT shortage problem in
Thailand as a case study. The study found that DLL has been comprehensively provided to GLT
worldwide. It focuses on enhancing modern and varied methodological theories of teaching
German, so that, when they teach, the participants can effectively apply the knowledge they
acquire. In line with this, the heart of the program is therefore to improve their teaching skills
by conducting action research in their classrooms, which would be conducive to finding
solutions to teaching problems and to managing teaching and learning more effectively.
The analysis of the case study in Thailand shows that not only the Office of the Basic Education
Commission has declared a shortage of GLT for many years, but also the higher education
sector and language institutes are facing the same problem. To this end, this paper has gathered
suggestions for local authorities in Thailand for further policy action.
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